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This does not appear to be in conformance with County code regarding habitat conservation areas. It
would be regrettable if the underlying desire of the state to have more clean energy was used to
bypass good practices of environmental stewardship and detrimentally impact critical habitat that are

the intent of the County master plan.
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CHAPTER 15.14
FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION AREAS
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040 Performance Standards—General Requirements
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060 Severability

070 Effective Date

15.14.010 DESIGNATION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT
CONSERVATION AREAS.

Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas include:

(1)

Areas where federal or state designated endangered,

threatened, and sensitive species have a primary association.

(i) Federal designated endangered and threatened species
are those fish, wildlife, and plant species identified by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National
Marine Fisheries Service that are in danger of extinction
or threatened to become endangered. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries
Service should be consulted as necessary for current
federal listing status.

(id) State designated endangered, threatened, and
sensitive species are those fish, wildlife and plant
species identified by the Washington State Department of
Fish and Wildlife and/or State of Washington Natural
Heritage Program. The State of Washington’s Department of
Fish and Wildlife and/or Natural Heritage Program
maintains the most current 1listing and should be
consulted as necessary for current state listing status.

(2)

State priority habitats and areas associated with state

priority species.

(i) State of Washington Priority Habitats and Species are
considered priorities for conservation and management.
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15.14.010

The State of Washington’s Department of Fish and Wildlife
should be consulted for current 1listing of priority
habitats and species.

(3) Habitats and species of local importance. Benton County
designates the following as a habitat and species of 1local
importance:

(i) Shrub-steppe habitat. Critical to supporting priority
species 1in Benton County, shrub-steppe habitat as
identified by the Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife and included in the State Priority Habitats and
Species List.

(4) Waters of the state, as defined in RCW 90.48.020, as it
now exists or may be hereinafter amended, and include lakes,
rivers, ponds, streams, inland waters, underground waters,
salt waters, and all other surface waters and water courses in
Washington State.

(i) For the purposes of this chapter, Benton County
hereby adopts the water typing system specified in WAC
222-16-030 as existing and hereafter amended.

(5) Naturally occurring ponds under twenty acres and their
submerged aquatic beds that provide fish or wildlife habitat.
These do not include ponds deliberately designed and created
from dry sites such as canals, detention facilities,
wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, temporary
construction ponds (of less than three years duration) and
landscape amenities. However, naturally occurring ponds may
include those artificial ponds intentionally created from dry
areas 1in order to mitigate conversion of ponds, if permitted
by a regulatory authority;

(6) Lakes, ponds, streams and rivers planted with native fish
populations, including fish planted under the auspices of
federal, state, local or tribal programs or which supports
priority fish species as identified by the Washington State
Department of Fish and Wildlife;

(7) Washington State Wildlife Areas are defined, established,

and managed by the Washington State Department of Fish and
Wildlife;
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15.14.030

(8) Washington State Natural Area Preserves and Natural
Resource Conservation Areas are defined, established, and
managed by the Washington State Department of Natural
Resources; and

(b) All areas meeting one or more of these criteria, regardless of
any formal identification, are hereby designated fish and wildlife
habitat conservation areas and are subject to the provisions of
this chapter and shall Dbe managed consistent with the Dbest
available science.

(c) Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas does not include
such artificial features or constructs as irrigation delivery
systems, irrigation infrastructure, irrigation canals, or drainage
ditches that lie within the boundaries of, and are maintained by, a
port district or an irrigation district or company.

[Ord. 609 (2018) § 51]

15.14.020 MAPPING OF FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION
AREAS.

(a) Mapping. The approximate location and extent of critical areas
are displayed on various inventory maps available at the Planning
Department. These maps will be updated as inventories are completed
in compliance with the requirements of the Growth Management Act,
and additional maps may be added as appropriate. Benton County's
critical areas maps depict the approximate location and extent of
known or suspected fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas,
and are hereby adopted.

(1) These maps are to be used as a guide for the County,
project applicants, and/or property owners, and may Dbe
continuously updated as new critical areas are identified.
They are a reference and do not provide a final critical area
designation.

[Ord. 609 (2018) § 52]

15.14.030 CRITICAL AREA REPORT-ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR
HABITAT CONSERVATION AREAS.

In addition to the general critical area report requirements of BCC
15.02.190, critical area reports for fish and wildlife habitat
conservation areas must meet the requirements of this section.
Critical area reports for two or more types of critical areas must
meet the report requirements for each relevant type of critical
area.
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15.14.030

(a) Preparation by a Qualified Professional. A critical areas
report for a fish and wildlife habitat conservation area shall be
prepared by a qualified professional with experience preparing
reports for the relevant type of habitat. A qualified professional
shall meet the standard specified in BCC 15.02.070(57).

(b) Areas Addressed in Critical Area Report. The following areas
shall be addressed in a critical area report for habitat
conservation areas:

(1) The project area of the proposed activity;

(2) All habitat conservation areas and recommended buffers
within three-hundred (300) feet; and

(3) All shoreline areas, floodplains, other critical areas,
and related buffers within three-hundred (300) feet.

(c) Habitat Assessment. A habitat assessment is an investigation
of the project area to evaluate the potential presence or absence
of designated critical fish or wildlife species or habitat. A
critical area report for a habitat conservation area shall contain
an assessment of habitats including the following site and proposal
related information at a minimum:

(1) Detailed description of vegetation on and adjacent to the
project area and its associated buffer;

(2) Identification of any species of local importance,
priority species, or endangered, threatened, sensitive, or
candidate species that have a primary association with habitat
on or adjacent to the project area, and assessment of
potential project impacts to the use of the site by the
species;

(3) A discussion of any federal, state, or local special
management recommendations, including Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife habitat management recommendations, that
have been developed for species or habitats located on or
adjacent to the project area;

(4) A detailed discussion of the direct and indirect

potential impacts on habitat by the project, including
potential impacts to water quality;
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Note: R.C.W. 36.70A.030 (5) states that Fish and Wildiife Habitat Conservation Areas do not include such

artificial features or constructs as irrigation delivery systems, irrigation infrastructure, irrigation canals, or
drainage ditches that lie within the boundaries of, and are maintained by, a port district or an irrigation
@ district or company. Any mapped streams or habitat areas associated irrigation systems consistent with .
@0 this provision are not considered designated Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas. Econom ic Im pact Asse ssment
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Approximate project boundary - includes WDFW critical habitat, and would be a hazard to airborne species flying between adjacent habitat areas, an impact not currently proposed to be mitigated.


